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Semi-colons DIFFICULTY: 

Hint box!

1. Tick one box to show which sentence has used a colon and semi-colon correctly. 

2. Place the semi-colons in the correct places in these extended lists. 

Semi-colons can be used within an extended list.  

Remember! A semi-colon is used within a list when the items have been described in more 
detail or contain commas. Semi-colons outrank commas. 

Example: 

Jane invited three children to her birthday: Harriet, who she knew from Brownies; Iesha, who 
lived next door to her; and Samantha, her little sister. 

My family is filled with people who have: interesting jobs my mum, who is 
a zoo keeper and specialises in big cats; my dad, who is a police detective 
and; my auntie, who is a pilot and flies all over the world. 

My family is filled with people who have interesting jobs: my mum, who is 
a zoo keeper; and specialises in big cats my dad, who is a police detective 
and;  my auntie, who is a pilot and flies all over the world.

My family is filled with people: who have interesting jobs my mum, who is 
a zoo keeper and specialises in big cats my dad, who is a police detective 
and my auntie, who is a pilot and flies all over the world.

My family is filled with people who have interesting jobs: my mum, who is 
a zoo keeper and specialises in big cats; my dad, who is a police detective; 
and my auntie, who is a pilot and flies all over the world.

a)  The school production attracted many important guests: the   city   mayor,   his   wife and   their   

children  residents   from   the  local  residential   home   and  their   carers  and  a   famous   pop  star, 

who   comes   from   the   area   with   her   whole   band. 
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b)  My handbag held the following items:  a    blue   and   green   pencil    case   which   my   mum  

bought   me   from   WH Smiths   my    black   leather   purse   which   doesn’t   have   much   

money   in  it   and    my    keys   which  consists   of   five   different   keys  and   many  keyrings  

from   around   the    world.

Finish this sentence with a suitable list. Remember to place the semi-colons in the 
correct places. 

The café served a wide variety of breakfast foods:
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b)  My handbag held the following items:  a    blue   and   green   pencil    case   which   my   mum  

bought   me   from   WH Smiths ; my    black   leather   purse   which   doesn’t   have   much   

money   in  it ; and    my    keys   which  consists   of   five   different   keys  and   many  keyrings  

from   around   the    world.

Finish this sentence with a suitable list. Remember to place the semi-colons in the 
correct places. 

The café served a wide variety of breakfast foods: a full English breakfast, with all the trimmings;

soft-boiled eggs with toast, beans and bacon; and authentic American pancakes with 

golden syrup and bacon. 

ANSWERS MAY VARY. 


